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Abstract :

The Mediterranean region is

considered as one of the most important
areas in terms of protected agriculture
because of climate suitability and solar
radiation availability. Therefore farmers
can grow vegetables in simple plastic
houses. This study aims to highlight
Almeria’s experiment (southeast of
Spain) which has the biggest surface of
intensive greenhouse crop production in
Mediterranean region with 31.801 h in
2015. Almeria was able to shift from
extreme poverty to an advanced position
among Spanish provinces with the
largest  gross  domestic  product,
producing more than 2 million tons of
vegetables. Protected agriculture
provides direct employment for more
than 40,000 workers annually.
As a result, Almeria's experiment in this
field is very successful; it has
significantly contributed to the economic
development of the Andalusia region.

Key words: protected agriculture,
Plastic houses, intensive greenhouse
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